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advancing by gradations. Adam, Abraham,
Moses, Jesus, and Muhammed, these in his
opinion were the chief stages in the divine
scheme of salvation. Each was respectively
confirmed or abolished by the revelation
which followed it, nor is this theory of
Muhammed's shaken by the fact that each
revelation was given to a different nation.
He regards all preceding prophets in the light
of his own personality. They were all sent
to people who refused them a hearing at
the moment. Punishment follows and the
prophet finds a body of believers elsewhere.
These temporary punishments are confused
with the final Judgment; in fact Muham-
med's system was not clearly thought out.
The several prophets were but men, whose
earthly careers were necessarily crowned
with triumph: hence the crucifixion of
Jesus is a malicious invention of the Jews,
who in reality crucified some other sufferer,
while Jesus entered the divine glory. Thus
Muhammed has no idea of the importance
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